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ICI (Independent Cattlemen of §
lowa) has been established to actively
promote policy that will have a bene-
ficial effect on the viability of inde-
pendent cattle producers for present
and future generations. §
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price discovery

8§ Rural economic development
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ICI is producer driven and di-
rected, with one -member/one -vote
system for members who own cattle.

Membership Benefits:
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A voice putting the best interests
of the independent lowa cattle pro-
ducer first
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Form
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ICI supports:

8 Voluntary animal ID

§ Informational integrity about the
cattle industry

§ Voting rights on referendum issues

§ A voice for IOWA cattle producers
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RCALF USA Convention Photos

Werner and Ann Werner-&Ah€& Bonvention in Denver.

The views expressed in the articles within ICI Insights are those of the individual
author and not necessarily those of the Independent Cattlemen of lowa.
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Livestock producers are urged
to be extremely cautious when
considering registering for a
premises ID under the National
Animal Identification System
(NAIS). Livestock producers
should realize that NAIS is not a
law, it is not an act of Congress,
and it has never moved through
the legislative process.

Livestock producers should
also become aware of these im-
portant issues concerning NAIS:

§ The NAIS Draft Plan has been
changed several times.

8 Rulemaking by agency staff is
likely to take place in the fu-
ture.
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§ Officials do not say or know
what the rules will be.

8 The NAIS Draft Plan includes
provisions for fines, detailed
record keeping, and manda-
tory reporting.

By filling out a premises ID
form, producers do not know
what they are agreeing to do
since the Draft Plan has not
been finalized. Furthermore, no
assurances are in place to pre-
vent arbitrary changes in rules
and regulations.

Should producers sign up for
something that is not clearly
defined and may be changed
without producer approval?

N

On December 5, 20086, ICI
co-sponsored an NAIS informa-
tional meeting at Lamoni, lowa.

Dr. Steve Goff, Administrator
of animal ID in Missouri, indi-
cated that once a premises is
registered, it is impossible to
have that premises or the pro-
ducerds name
registry. (see 0Opt
on page 5 for recent develop-
ments on this)
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It may be premature to en-
courage enrollment in a system
that is undefined and uncertain.
Once the plan is finalized, pro-
ducers will know what the sys-
tem entails and will be able to
make an informed decision
about premises registration.
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RCALF USA Annual Convention held in Den&?é]OJanLFar

By: Melissa Loving, ICI Administrative Assistant, Webb, IA

The R-Calf USA Annual Convention was held in Denver, Colorado Wednesday, January 17 & Saturday,
January 20. ICI had a good showing with ten members attending. There was a wealth of information presented
and many distinguished speakers.

McVean Trading and Investments, LLC; and discussion was held on policy development. The day ended with a
Banquet and Awards Presentation which included awards, scholarship presentations, auction of scholarship
prints (one of which the ICI Board purchased!), Yost Saddle Auction (which ICI members Jim & Ann Werner pur-
chased), and entertainment by the band Coyotee Moon.

On Saturday, the convention ended with R -CALF USA staff reports, a second reading of policy, and a
luncheon.

Howard Vlieger, Eric Nelson, Dan Loving, and Melissa Loving pose with John Ferrell (Senator Harkin staffer) who presented a
summary of the agenda that Senator Harkin has planned for the upcoming Farm Policy.
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On Wednesday the agenda included panels on o0Count y!Power
Private Property Rightso6; oWater, Land Conservation, Pii vat e
sponsored by the Colorado Independent Cattle Growers.

Thursday morning we heard from many of the R -CALF USA organization staff, including Bill Bullard i
(CEO) and Jess Peterson, Director of Government Relations; as well as an Animal Health Committee Report; 1
OMaintaining a National Brucellosis Programdé by James l Wa t
State Veterinarians; and an informational panel with updated information on BSE. In the afternoon there were I
reports from the National Animal ID Committee and the Checkoff Committee. Thursday evening several of us !
had the opportunity to enjoy the National Western Rodeo . o

Friday we heard the COOL Committee Report, and from a panel which included the President of the !

Louisiana Shrimp Association and Jean Halloran from the Consumers Union. The Honorary Speaker was Chuck i

Connors, Deputy Secretary of Agriculture who spoke on several important issues and then fielded questions

from members. We also listened to a Marketing Committee Report with a panel that included James Link, Ad- i
ministrator, GIPSA and Doug Ross, Special Counsel for Agriculture, Department of Justice, Robert Taylor, Alpha

Eminent Scholar and Professor, Agricultural Economics, Auburn University and Randy Stevenson, Marketing i
Committee Chair. The Farm Bill Opportunities Panel then presented information regarding the opportunities we

have with the new, upcoming Farm Bill; we also heard aiout t



